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Mr. President, we need you to work 

with us to build that vital infrastruc-
ture so we can produce our energy here 
at home and work with our closest 
friend and ally, Canada, and not be de-
pendent on energy from the Middle 
East anymore. 

Don’t be fooled—don’t be fooled. We 
are in a battle right now for global 
market share to determine who is 
going to produce energy in the future. 
Is it going to be OPEC? Is it going to be 
Russia? Is it going to be the United 
States? Who is going to produce energy 
in the future? The reason the price at 
the pump has come down over $1 over 
the course of the past year is because 
we are producing so much oil and gas 
in the United States and because we 
are getting more from Canada. More 
supply pushes prices down. If that were 
a tax cut, it would equate to more than 
a $100 billion tax cut for the American 
consumer. So what is going on? 

On a global basis OPEC is pushing 
back, because they know if they push 
back, instead of our industry and our 
energy industry in this country con-
tinuing to grow, it starts to shrink 
again. Who is back in the driver’s seat? 
OPEC is back in the driver’s seat. What 
do you suppose is going to happen 
then? Prices will go right back up, and 
that benefit consumers get at the pump 
we will not have anymore. Also, that 
security issue I am talking about we 
will not have because we will have to 
continue to bring in oil from the Mid-
dle East. This is about a long-term 
strategy for national security. 

It is more than just sending our com-
bat resources into a conflict. A long- 
term strategy for national security 
also includes energy security, and just 
as the President is sending us an 
AUMF today, we are sending him legis-
lation today that will make our Nation 
more energy secure. I hope the Presi-
dent will join with us in that endeavor 
on behalf of the American people. 

Thank you, and with that I yield the 
floor. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from Oklahoma. 

Mr. INHOFE. Madam President, I ask 
unanimous consent that I be recog-
nized for such time as I shall consume. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

Mr. INHOFE. Madam President, I was 
listening very carefully to the Senator 
talking about our situation with the 
pipeline, and there is something else I 
was going to talk about, but I want to 
make sure we say it as often as we can. 
I have sent for a poster which I want to 
share with the Senate. 

My State of Oklahoma is more than 
just passively interested in the pipe-
line. In the center of Oklahoma is a 
town called Cushing. Cushing, OK, hap-
pens to be the central location for the 
pipelines going throughout the United 
States—east, west, north, and south. 
The picture, if it does arrive, that I 
wanted to share with everyone is of 
this President who is trying to, I guess, 
insult our intelligence by having it 

both ways. I think the Senator from 
North Dakota made it very clear that 
the President is dragging his feet and 
that he has been able to successfully 
stop the pipeline from coming through. 

The picture I will show is a picture of 
President Obama coming into my State 
of Oklahoma and standing with all the 
barrels behind him in Cushing, OK, an-
nouncing that he is not going to stop 
the pipeline from going south from 
Oklahoma down to the Texas border. 
That is very good because he cannot do 
it. The only place he can stop it is 
when it crosses the international bor-
der. Of course that is where he is con-
tinuing to stop it. 

I have to say he has lost the war of 
words on this because people know we 
have an opportunity—that everything 
the Senator said is correct. We can be 
totally independent in no time at all. 
We are not talking about years, we are 
talking about weeks and months. We 
can have our total independence just 
by lifting all the restrictions we have 
right now, not just the pipeline but 
what is happening on Federal land. 

It is interesting. We have gone 
through this shale revolution in this 
country, and it has been so over-
whelming. In the last 5 years it has 
been in spite of the President because 
he continues in his budget to have all 
kinds of punitive provisions for the oil 
and gas industry. Yet because of what 
has happened with the shale revolu-
tion, the use of hydraulic fracturing, 
the horizontal drilling, we have in-
creased our production over the last 5 
years by 61 percent. All of the 61 per-
cent is in private land or it is in State 
land. We have on Federal land a reduc-
tion. While the rest of the country has 
increased 61 percent, it has been re-
duced by 6 percent. That is the di-
lemma we have right now. 

It goes far beyond just the pipeline. 
We have an opportunity to be com-
pletely free—and I am talking about 
our Northern Hemisphere—being free 
from dependence on anyone in any part 
of the world for our ability to produce 
the energy necessary to run this ma-
chine called America. 

(The remarks of Mr. INHOFE per-
taining to the introduction of S. 452 are 
printed in today’s RECORD under 
‘‘Statements on Introduced Bills and 
Joint Resolutions.’’) 

Mr. INHOFE. I suggest the absence of 
a quorum. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
clerk will call the roll. 

The legislative clerk proceeded to 
call the roll. 

Mr. MCCONNELL. Madam President, 
I ask unanimous consent that the order 
for the quorum call be rescinded. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

f 

UNANIMOUS CONSENT 
AGREEMENT—S. 295 

Mr. MCCONNELL. Madam President, 
I ask unanimous consent that the Sen-
ate proceed to the consideration of S. 

295; that there be up to 1 hour equally 
divided in the usual form; that fol-
lowing the use or yielding back of that 
time, the Hatch technical amendment 
at the desk be agreed to; that the bill, 
as amended, be read a third time, and 
the Senate proceed to vote on the bill 
with no intervening action or debate. 

Following disposition of the bill, the 
Senate will resume the motion to pro-
ceed to H.R. 240, the DHS appropria-
tions bill. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Is there 
objection? 

Mr. DURBIN. No objection. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 

objection, it is so ordered. 
f 

AMY AND VICKY CHILD PORNOG-
RAPHY VICTIM RESTITUTION IM-
PROVEMENT ACT OF 2015 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Under 
the previous order, the clerk will re-
port S. 295. 

The legislative clerk read as follows: 
A bill (S. 295) to amend section 2259 of title 

18, United States Code, and for other pur-
poses. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Under 
the previous order, there will be 1 hour 
of debate, equally divided in the usual 
form. 

The Senator from Iowa. 
Mr. GRASSLEY. Madam President, I 

thank the majority leader for moving 
ahead on S. 295, which we call the Amy 
and Vicky Act. 

The need for this bill arises because 
of the Supreme Court’s 5-to-4 decision 
last year in Paroline v. United States. 

The Court at that time limited the 
recovery that a victim of a child por-
nography offense could receive, even as 
additional wrongdoers saw her image 
as it was repeatedly posted on the 
Internet. 

Rather than making the offender pro-
vide restitution for all the harms 
caused by the repeated viewings, the 
Supreme Court limited the recovery 
against any one defendant to the rel-
ative harm that defendant caused. 

This bill will expand the categories 
of loss for which the victim could re-
cover. It would reverse, then, the Su-
preme Court by permitting the victim 
to recover up to the full loss from any 
one defendant, subject to a minimum 
amount, depending upon the defend-
ant’s conduct. No longer, then, would 
the victim receive restitution from 
each defendant limited to that defend-
ant’s own actions. Each defendant 
would be jointly and severally liable 
for the victim’s entire loss. 

The bill sets up a contribution proce-
dure for those defendants, which then 
would make the victim whole. Of 
course, that is the main point. 

The choice is between the convicted 
child pornography offender being held 
responsible for the full loss and the in-
nocent victim not receiving full com-
pensation. 

The Supreme Court ruled that the 
victim could not receive all her res-
titution from any one single defendant, 
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